
Detailed analysis of Tomorrow and
Tomorrow by William Shakespeare

Lines 1 to 5
Tomorrow, and tomorrow, and tomorrow
Creeps in this petty pace from day to day
To the last syllable of recorded time.
And all our yesterdays have lighted fools
The way to dusty death.

In the lines, 1 to 5 of this speech is delivered as a
response to the news of Lady Macbeth’s death.
Macbeth seems indifferent to the news of her death.
As a result of all the things that have happened
before in his life and his impending doom made him
think life as a meaningless one. He feels life to creep
in at a slow pace day after day in a monotonous
way, until the end, “the last syllable of recorded
time.”And, he further thinks the past, the
“yesterdays” as “lighted fools” that lead to the “dusty
death”. The repetition of the word “tomorrow”
expresses the growing madness of Macbeth.



Lines 5 to 8
. . .  Out, out, brief candle.
Life’s but a walking shadow, a poor player
That struts and frets his hour upon the stage,
And then is heard no more. . .

In lines 5 to 8 of this soliloquy, Macbeth compares
life to a brief candle. He wants to put out this short
life. Further, he calls life to be “walking shadow” an
actor who enacts the characters on stage. This line
once again iterates Shakespeare’s view: “all the
world’s a stage and people are mere actors”.
Especially, the actor here is “a poor player” who
“struts and frets his hour upon the stage”. When the
time comes for the play to end, he ceases from the
stage and he will not be heard again.

Lines 8 to 11
. . . It is a tale
Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury,
Signifying nothing.

In these concluding lines of the speech, Macbeth
compares life to a story told by an idiot. The story is



full of noise and wrath. Still in the end it has no
meaning at all. These lines allude to Macbeth’s past
where he and his wife devised a plot to kill Duncan
to secure the throne. Now, all of their acts have
become meaningless. Comparing the tale that
signifies nothing to his life, Macbeth realizes all the
bloodshed have come to signify nothing.


