
                              The Guide (Lecture 1) 

 

R.K. Narayan’s novel The Guide is the story of a man named Raju who comes from a small village in 

India called Malgudi. Malgudi itself does not exist. This fact gives Narayan’s novel the feeling of a 

fable or fantasy. Raju’s life is predicated on a series of self-deceptions which eventually lead the 

character down a road of confusion, loss of self and then to spiritual transformation and awakening. 

The theme revolves around Raju’s failure to fulfil the moral responsibilities of being a guide that is, 

to show the true path and interpret it correctly. 

                                                                                      The central theme of the novel The Guide by R.K 

Narayan is the transformation of Raju from his role as a tour guide to that of a spiritual guide. The 

title of the novel, The Guide, has a double meaning, and Raju is in a sense a double character. As a 

tour guide and lover, he is impulsive, unprincipled, and self-indulgent. After his imprisonment, and 

after his transformation as a holy man, he is careful, thoughtful, and self-disciplined. 

                                                                                     The Guide opens with the release of the protagonist, 

Raju, from prison and taking refuge in the old temple on the banks of the Sarayu River. Unable to 

face the people of Malgudi, Raju is hiding to live in secrecy. Before his imprisonment, he was a public 

figure, and because of his brilliant wit, he was able to play several roles: a corrupt tourist guide, an 

adulterous lover and a theatre impresario. Having lived the life of an adventurer, he eventually 

sacrificed his life as a saint, a new mahatma, as the people around him say, for the sake of the rural 

community. 

                    Raju, the guide is destined to be a guide by chance and temperament. By chance, he 

becomes a tourist guide when he gets in charge of the railway shop, buys papers and old books to 

wrap up articles, reads books and papers to while away his time, gathers information about 

Malgudis, never says “no,” gives false information, successfully cheats tourists and becomes famous 

as a tourist guide. In fact, he says to Velan, “It wasn’t because I wanted to utter a falsehood, but 

because I wanted to be pleasant.” 

                                            His role as a lover and stage manager is highly appreciable. After he seduced 

Rosie, he was dismissed by her because of her guilt and Marco’s knowledge of them. He’s obsessed 

with her, but he doesn’t pursue her. Rosie comes to her own house as she was deserted by Marco. 

His love for her motivates him to take care of her physical and artistic needs. The storage of money 

and Rosie’s devotion to dance compels him to organise a public performance for her. As a result of 

her success and complete dedication to her profession, she becomes her manager and manages her 

business affairs. He’s living off her, but he’s also working hard to turn Rosie’s more or less strength 

into accepting the role. Being a capable actor, he plays the role of perfection. Being ignorant, he 

does not understand the basics of dance, but he understands Rosie’s desire to be a dancer, and so 

he manages her affairs perfectly financially. 

                                                                             Rosie’s obsession with dance, however, results in 

alienation and communication gap. Raju feels perplexed . His love for Rosie, jealousy, and 

possessiveness make him hide Marco’s book and copy the signature of Rosie. Basically, he doesn’t 

want her to realise the generosity of Marco. This choice of his leads, ironically, to his imprisonment. 

In fact, he’s so used to playing roles that he doesn’t realise the extent of his act. 

                                                                                                                                              When he sits lonely 

and bored near a dilapidated temple, a villager called Velan comes and tells him his trouble. The 



simple peasant is mistaken for a “swami” because there is actually something holy about Raju’s 

appearance. He’s sitting on a slab of granite. As the story progresses Velan’s respectful gaze at Raju, 

he chooses to sit two steps below the slab. Impressed by the holy appearance, Velan is encouraged 

to unburden himself, seeking advice and guidance. Raju, on the other hand, is tempted to play the 

role of the Swami because “it was in his nature to get involved in other people’s interest and 

activities”. 

                                                                             Raju fulfils the demand of the Mangala villagers. He was 

disconcerted by the devotion of the peasants, who believed that a superior soul had come to live 

near their village. Ironically, Raju’s old habit of offering guidance to others when he was a tour guide 

asserts himself when he wants to be honest this time. The special attention of the villagers makes 

him “feel uncomfortable” and so he wonders if he could devise some means of escape from the 

company.” His circle of devotees is bound to widen because he is believed to have worked a miracle 

on Velan’s step-sister. As a result, it becomes the daily practice of Velan and his own. 

 


